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The thorough reconstruction of the new 't Zand Square and the Vrijdagmarkt is finally completed after two years of hard work. This UNESCO city of

Bruges' largest open place is now transformed into a beautiful, elegant and functional event square. The city of Bruges invited all residents and

visitors to celebrate the completion of this brand new square at the grand opening on Saturday 01 September.

This festive opening was a big party for more than 10,000 citizens and visitors. It was featured with a full program of comedian shows, pop music,

folk dance, street art and theatre performances and many more.

West 8 won the competition in 2015 to redesign this historic site. The plan significantly reduces vehicular traffic while still providing the necessary

transport linkages and easy accessibility. A sense of enclosure is now enhanced by offering a renewed identity for the square, unearthing a full-

fledged 'Bruges' character that draws on the rich historical, cultural and scenic layers of ‘t Zand. 

The redesign focuses on embedding the iconic Concert Hall (Concertgebouw) in a more natural context. By adding double rows of Linden trees

around the square, new intimacy is created, whilst still preserving the site’s open character. These trees provide a scenic corridor and functional

zone for terraces and bicycles traffic.

The upgraded underground parking provides now also 650 new bicycles parking places aside from the increased numbers of car parking. The

custom-designed seating blocks that intend to serve as resting places for visitors, turn out to be also a perfect pop-up podium for street

performances in such evening. The new water patio at the historic canal staged this night also a pop-up cinema where a short film 'In Bruges' - 

the transformation of this new urban heart of Bruges – was shown.

A detailed booklet (in Dutch) documenting the design and process of the transformation of the new ‘t Zand Square can be found here.

more information: 't Zand
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